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KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS – YEAR 1



YEAR 1 AUTUMN 1 – GOD’S GREAT PLAN

Key concepts

Bible stories
The story of creation – Genesis 1 
Noah and the flood – Genesis 6

Other sources
God’s Story 1, God’s Story 2,
Corinthians 1 – Love is patient 
Story of Noah’s Ark -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2JZHXk
I9BB4

1. God’s great plan
Say what I wonder about 
God’ world
Know and retell the story of 
creation
Talk about feelings of love
Know how we look after 
God’s world
Know and retell the story of 
Noah and the great flood.

Vocabulary
God’s world

Creation 

Wonder

Bible

Genesis

Love

Choices

Noah 

Flood 

Rainbow 

Promise

Hope



KNOWLEDGE SEQUENCE

• The story of creation is found at the beginning of the Bible
• God created the universe. 
• The world and everything in it is important to God.
• God loves human beings very much. He is our creator and sustainer.
• God made each person different and special. We can use our gifts to help 
or to harm. 

• God wants us to care for the world because it belongs to God.

By the end of this unit, 

children are expected 

to be able to: 

Prior Learning

The children have learned that God created the 
world and made each one of us different and 
special. They will have some experience of looking 
after things in the classroom, at home and things 
special to them. They will be able to identify things 
they are thankful for.

About the unit

This unit is designed to develop the children’s 
knowledge and understanding of God’s beautiful 
world. It also helps the children appreciate that 
God created them because he loves them and 
that each person should thank God for the gifts of 
creation and help God look after the world. 

Where the unit fits in

This unit builds on previous learning in the 
Foundation Stage during F1 ‘God’s World’. 



YEAR 1 AUTUMN 2 – MARY MOTHER OF GOD
Key concepts

Bible stories
The Annunciation Luke1:26-38
The Visitation Luke 1: 39-45
The birth of Jesus Luke 2:1-7

Other sources
Youcat P14 
The Hail Mary
The way, truth and life big book
Paintings of the annunciation

Vocabulary
Angel Gabriel

Mary

Mother of God

Good news

Elizabeth

Cousin

Prepare

Celebrate

Signs

Advent

Wreath

Christmas

Shepherd

Bethlehem

Stable

Joseph

Jesus

Son of God

2. Mary Mother of God
The Annunciation -The angel 

Gabriel visits Mary

The visitation - Mary visits her 

cousin Elizabeth

Preparing for Christmas –

making a wreath and labelling 

the signs and symbols of 

Advent

Knowing the story of the birth of 

Jesus from the point of view of 

the shepherds.
Mary is our mother

Advent 
wreath

The birth of Jesus



KNOWLEDGE SEQUENCE
• Stories of Jesus are found in the Bible
• Jesus is God’s Son and was born as a baby in Bethlehem
• Mary was chosen by God to be the Mother of His Son, Jesus
• God sent the angel Gabriel to ask Mary to be Jesus’ mother
• Mary visited Elizabeth and they both shared their good news
• Jesus came to bring the good news that God loves everyone
• Christians celebrate Jesus’ birth at Christmas, and Advent is a time to 
prepare for Jesus’ birth
• We can ask Mary to help us, she is our mother in heaven

By the end of this unit, 

children are expected 

to be able to: 

Prior Learning
They have learned that God sent his only son Jesus 
as his greatest gift to us. They will have some 
knowledge of the Advent wreath and some 
knowledge of the story of Jesus’ birth. 

About the unit
This unit is designed to develop the children’s 
knowledge and understanding of Mary and her role 
in the Incarnation. It introduces the children to the 
stories of the Nativity of Jesus in Luke’s Gospel which 
are told from Mary’s point of view. The unit also 
gives opportunities for the children to learn about 
the liturgical seasons of Advent and Christmas and 

their respective rituals, signs and symbols.

Where the unit fits in
This unit builds on previous learning in the Foundation 
Stage from F2 ‘God’s Family’. 



YEAR 1 SPRING 1 – THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY 

Key concepts

Bible stories
The presentation of the Lord in the temple Luke2:22-

32 

The boy Jesus in the temple Luke 2:41-50

Other sources
Family scenes pictures

God’s story 1

Video of Baptism

‘Share the light’ CD

www.reonline.co.uk

www.tere.org

Vocabulary
Belong

Family

Celebration

School

Community

Church family

Baptism

Signs and symbols

Candle

Water

Holy Spirit

Light 

White garment

Oil

God Parents 

Priest 

Jesus

Temple

Anna 

Simeon

3. The Christian family
Church celebrations

Signs and symbols of Baptism

Being Baptised and becoming 

part of God’s family

Know about the presentation in 

the temple

Know the story of the boy Jesus in 

the temple

Symbols of Baptism

http://www.reonline.co.uk/
http://www.tere.org/


KNOWLEDGE SEQUENCE
• Belonging to a family is important
• The Bible tells stories about Jesus’ early life to show that Jesus loved God, his 
Father
• A person becomes a member of God’s family through Baptism
• God’s family gather together to worship in a church

By the end of this unit, 

children are expected 

to be able to: 

Prior Learning
It is helpful if the children have an understanding of 

what makes a celebration and some prior knowledge 

of a church building and celebrations in church.

About the unit
This unit is designed to develop the children’s 

knowledge and understanding of what it means to 

belong to the family called the Church. There are 

opportunities at this point to explore the celebration of 

Baptism. It introduces the unit by exploring what it 

means to belong to a family and the school community. 

The unit also gives opportunities for the children to know 

that God is our Father in heaven and about special 

celebrations that take place in Church. The children will 

learn about the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple and 

that the title ‘Jesus, light of the world’ comes from this 

story. The revised book extends the learning about 

Jesus’ early life by giving an opportunity to hear and 

reflect on the story of the ‘Finding in the Temple’. 

Where the unit fits in
This unit builds on previous learning in the Foundation 

Stage from F2 ‘God’s Family’ and F6 ‘Church’.



YEAR 1 SPRING 2 – FOLLOWING JESUS 

Key concepts

Bible stories
Jesus calls his disciples Luke 3:5-11
The Good Samaritan Luke 10:29-37
The story of Jesus entry into Jerusalem Luke 19:28-38

Other sources
The Our Father
God’s story 1
Good Samaritan Godly play

Vocabulary
Jesus

Friends

Disciples

Followers

Fishermen

Peter 

Andrew

James

John

Pray

Prayer

Our Father

The Lord’s Prayer

Palm Sunday

Good Friday

Crucifix

Easter

risen 

4. Following Jesus
Jesus calls his disciples
Jesus teaches us to pray
The Good Samaritan 
How can we be good 
Samaritans?
Palm Sunday
Good Friday
Easter Sunday
Good news – Jesus is risen 
to new life at Easter

Palm Sunday

Good Friday
Easter 
Sunday

He is risen!



KNOWLEDGE SEQUENCE
• Christians believe that Jesus rose from the dead
• Christians celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus at Easter
• The Bible tell stories about Jesus appearing to his friends.
• Jesus’ resurrection turns his friends’ sadness to joy and gives people hope of 
a new life

By the end of this unit, 

children are expected 

to be able to: 

Prior Learning
It is helpful if the children have some knowledge of 
the season of Easter, its signs and symbols and what 

happened at the Resurrection.

Where the unit fits in
This unit builds on previous learning in the Foundation 
Stage from F5 ‘New Life’.

About the unit

This unit is designed to develop the children’s 

knowledge and understanding of what it means to 
be a follower of Jesus. There are opportunities for 
the children to learn about Jesus’ choice of his first 
disciples or friends – the fishermen. The revised book 
gives children the opportunity to know that praying 
was important to Jesus and time to reflect on the 
importance of prayer in their own lives. The children 
will hear the Parable of the Good Samaritan and 
reflect on its meaning. They will listen to the story of 
Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and think about how 
they can welcome Jesus. They will learn that Jesus 
died on Good Friday and that God raised him from 
the dead on Easter Sunday. 



YEAR 1 SUMMER 1 – THE RESURRECTION  

Key concepts

Bible stories
The empty tomb Mark 16: 1-8
The appearance to Mary of Magdala John 
20:11-18
Jesus eats with his disciples Luke: 24:36-43
Jesus appears to Thomas John 20:24-29
The ascension Luke 24:36-43

Other sources
WTL Big Book, p. 22
Signs and symbols of Easter

Vocabulary
Jesus
Alive

resurrection
Easter

Celebrate
Happy
Sunday

Son of God
Friends

Disciples
Upper Room

Surprise
Joy

Thomas
Doubt 

5. The resurrection 
We know that Jesus rose from 

the dead and that we celebrate 

this on Easter Sunday.

Jesus appeared to the disciples 

so that they would understand 

that he was truly alive.

Thomas did not believe that 

Jesus was alive but we believe 

although we cannot see Jesus.

Jesus returned to heaven after 

forty days. 

Doubting Thomas



KNOWLEDGE SEQUENCE
• Jesus calls people to help him tell the good news of God’s love for all
• Jesus’ choice of friends shows the qualities he looks for in a disciple
• A follower of Jesus must spend time with God in prayer
• Today a follower of Jesus is called a Christian
• Jesus’ teachings make us think hard about how to live as a good neighbour
• Christians remember and celebrate Jesus’ last week called Holy Week
• Jesus is a king, but one who always puts other people first
• Jesus shows forgiveness even though he was left to die on the cross 

By the end of this unit, 

children are expected 

to be able to: 

Prior Learning
It is helpful if the children have an understanding of 
what makes a good friend and some knowledge of 
Holy Week.

Where the unit fits in
This unit builds on previous learning in the 
Foundation Stage from F3 ‘Getting to know Jesus’.

About the unit

This unit is designed to develop children’s 
knowledge and understanding of the Resurrection 
of Jesus and its message. The children will learn that 

Easter is the most important Christian feast because 
Jesus rose from the dead on Easter Sunday. They 
will learn about the coming of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost and reflect on times when their own 
sadness turned to joy. They will be introduced to 
Thomas the apostle and reflect on the importance 

of his story. The revised book retells the story of the 
Ascension of Jesus.



YEAR 1 SUMMER 2 – MIRACLES 

Key concepts

Bible stories
The storm at sea Matthew 8:23-27
Jesus cures the paralysed man Luke 5:17-26
Jesus cures blind Bartimaeus Mark 10:46-52
The wedding at Cana John 2:1-11

Other sources
WTL Big Book, p. 29
WTL CD rom

Vocabulary
Jesus

Friends

Power

Storm

Wind

Waves

Boat

Calmed

Peace

Frightened

Ask

Help

Blind

Trust

Faith

Healed

Prayer

6. Miracles
Jesus showed his great power 

when he calmed the wind and 

the waves. We know from this 

that we can turn to Jesus in 

difficult times.

Think about how we can help 

each other. 

We know that Jesus showed his 

love for sick people and has a 

great love for all 

We reflect on the fact that 

Jesus will help us when we pray 

to him. 



KNOWLEDGE SEQUENCE
• Christians believe that Jesus brings good news for all people. 
• Jesus’ good news is written about in the Gospels
• This good news is shown in Jesus’ miracles
• The Bible has accounts of Jesus’ miracles that show God’s love and 
compassion especially for people who are suffering.
• The miracles of Jesus show Christians the importance of growing in faith or 
trust in Jesus

By the end of this unit, 

children are expected 

to be able to: 

Prior Learning
It is helpful if the children have some knowledge of 
Jesus performing a miracle

Where the unit fits in
This unit builds on previous learning in the 
Foundation Stage from F3 ‘Getting to know Jesus’.

About the unit
In this unit the children explore the role of miracles 
in the life of Jesus. The children will learn that Jesus 
had the power to perform miracles and that he 

performed miracles to show his love and care for 
others. They will hear the stories of the Calming of 
the Storm, the healing of the paralysed and blind 
man. They will reflect on the message of the 
miracle stories and on how they act towards 
others. The revised book gives the children an 

opportunity to hear and reflect on the miracle 
during the Wedding at Cana.


