Ss Peter & Paul Catholic Voluntary Academy
English Curriculum Vision Statement

	Intent

	At Ss Peter & Paul, we are dedicated to encouraging all children to be passionate about reading and writing. We are determined that ALL children will become highly competent readers and writers by the time they are ready for the next stage in their education. It is our intention to immerse children in the wonders of quality texts to instil a love for reading, a passion for discovery and a confidence to explore their imagination.
During their time at Ss Peter & Paul, all children will be exposed to a high-quality education in English. This will not only teach pupils to speak, read and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others, but also through their listening, others can communicate with them.

	Implementation

	At Ss Peter & Paul School, the English Curriculum consists of:
Reading
· Individual home reading books – Children in Reception/Key Stage 1 follow the Oxford reading tree reading scheme.  Reading books are matched to the phonic phase that the children are working on whilst also taking into account the children’s own individual needs.  Once children reach phase 5, other books at the same level, to give breadth of reading and to sustain children’s interests, supplement the scheme.  Children in Key Stage 2 follow the same scheme, until they become ‘Free Readers’ towards the end of the Key Stage.
· Guided Reading – In EYFS, guided reading progresses from 1:1 reading early in the year to guided group reading resembling KS1 provision.
· Guided Reading – in Year 1, each guided reading group read once per week with an adult.  These sessions follow a progression of skills, and help children to develop their decoding and comprehension skills.  In addition to guided group reading, all children have the opportunity to read daily through phonic and English lessons and other provision (e.g. phonic intervention and classroom areas of provision).
· Whole class reading lesson (including the approach of RIC – retrieve, interpret, authors choice and VIPERS – vocabulary, inference, prediction, explanation, retrieval and summary) – Year 2.  
· Key Stage 2 children have daily whole class reading lessons.  Two times per week these lessons focus on the class novel.  On the remaining 3 days, children study a range of texts based on a theme whilst answering questions/completing a range of activities based on RIC/VIPERS/SATs style questions.
· Throughout school, children take part in the ‘100 Book Challenge’ where we immerse the children in opportunities to read for pleasure with books which are specifically chosen due to their interesting content and age-appropriate level of challenge.
· Opportunities for cross-curricular RIC sessions are provided across subjects throughout school.
· Children visit the school library regularly.  They are taught library skills and develop their own preferences in terms of authors they choose to read.
Writing
· Carefully designed text-led (including film) learning journeys, with a clear starting point and end outcome.  The writing sequence includes elements of model text deconstruction followed by the teaching of specific text-type features, contextualised punctuation and grammar objectives and spelling rules suitable for the unit before the children reconstruct and independently produce a piece of their own writing.
· Tasks which are designed to engage, support and challenge all learners.
· Strategies from talk for writing, Philip Webb, Jane Considine, Literacy Shed and Grammasaurus are used in writing lessons.
· Opportunities are given to apply taught skills in other areas of the curriculum.
Spelling
· Daily systematic teaching of Phonics is taught in EYFS/Key Stage 1, following the Floppy’s Phonics programme, which is closely linked to the reading scheme.  The phonic session comprises of: revisit and review (using Floppy flashcards and frieze resource), teach (using the Floppy flashcards and PowerPoint resource), practise (using the Floppy practise sheets and other appropriate provision) and apply (using the cumulative texts for reading practice and the grapheme tiles for spelling practice).  
· Children who have not passed the Phonic Screening Check by the end of Key Stage 1, continue to receive phonic teaching in Key Stage 2 – this is usually delivered as a small group intervention.
· Spelling patterns are taught in Key Stage 2, supplemented by additional sessions focussing on the Statutory Spelling Lists for each year group.  
· Spelling Shed is used as an online programme throughout school to enhance teaching and provide innovative ways for children to rehearse and perfect their ability to spell.
· Spelling Bee is a half-termly competition which engages children in learning common exception words and other tricky words we feel the children ought to know.  Children are tested on the spelling of these words at the beginning and end of each half-term and certificates are awarded for children making progress.
Grammar
· Daily SPAG sessions take place from Y1 (Spring term) - 6 which revisit objectives from earlier years as well as addressing new learning.  
· Grammar objectives are taught explicitly through English units of work.  Evidence of the taught SPAG is then expected to be seen in pieces of extended writing at the end of the unit.
· SPAG is taught explicitly during the Autumn term then revisited throughout the Spring and Summer terms.  Teacher assessment is used to revisit elements of grammar which the children are not able to apply consistently well in their writing.  

Vocabulary
· Vocabulary activities happen weekly throughout school giving the children opportunities to extend their repertoire and understanding of vocabulary in a range of contexts.
Handwriting
· Cursive handwriting is taught across the school once children in reception have mastered basic print/script/letter formation. Handwriting is explicitly taught daily, often during the phonic session, in EYFS/KS1.  Handwriting is then taught/rehearsed weekly in Year 3 and in Year 4/5/6 handwriting is rehearsed in very short daily sessions (5 minutes) with the addition of intervention sessions (daily or weekly) as needed for identified individuals. 
Self/Peer-Editing
· High importance is placed on the children editing their own writing in their journey to becoming competent, independent writers. Children’s first attempts at writing are in pencil/black pen, with self-editing attempts in blue pen. Children peer-edit using blue pens and yippee-yellow highlighters to show appreciation of each other’s work.  Following adult feedback, further editing happens with purple pen.  This ensures a visible learning journey.




	Impact

	We strive to ensure that our children's attainment is in line with or exceeds their potential when we consider the varied starting points of all our children. We measure this using both formative and summative assessment opportunities, whilst always considering the age-related expectations for each year group. Our English curriculum ensures our pupils are academically prepared for life beyond primary school and throughout their educational journey.

End of year results for children in Y1-Y6 in reading, writing and SPAG (July 2026) can be seen below.  This table shows the percentage of children in each year group who achieve the expected standard (EXS+) and the greater depth standard (GDS).  As shown, the vast majority of children all year groups achieve at least the expected standard.

	English Results
July 2026
	Reading
EXS+/GDS
	Writing
EXS+/GDS
	SPAG 
EXS+/GDS 

	Year 1
	              89%44%
	              78%/15%
	              78%30%

	Year 2
	              90%/33%
	               80%/20%
	                70%/20%

	Year 3
	82%/43%
	               71%/25%
	71%/39%

	Year 4
	              94%/48%
	               65%/23%
	              77%/43%

	Year 5
	90%/53%
	80%/33%
	80%/43%

	Year 6
	93%/47%
	93%/33%
	93%/53%








The table below shows the number of children in EYFS who achieved age related expectations (ARE) in the areas of the Foundation Stage curriculum which are particularly relevant to English.

	Good Level of Development
	Reading
	Writing

	% of children achieving GLD
	% ARE in the ‘word reading’ strand
	% ARE in the ‘comprehension’ strand
	% ARE in the ‘writing’ strand

	71
	87
	87
	87



The table below shows the number of children who passed the Phonic Screening Check at the end of Year 1, and the number of children in Year 2 who did not pass in Year 1, but who did pass in Year 2.



	Year group
	% passing the Phonic Screening Check

	Year 1
	89

	Year 2
	75% (4 children)














