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MISSION STATEMENT

Learning through faith, hope and love.

Here we are Lord, at Ss. Peter and Paul;
loving one another as we are loved by you:
Caring and sharing,

laughing and learning,

loving and praying.

Caring
St. Paul teaches us to be eager and show respect for one another
In our school we treat others how we would wish to be treated and look after our wonderful school.

Sharing
St Paul says that, “Whoever shares with others should do it generously.”
In our school we share our gifts, our time and our talents without expecting anything back.

Laughing
St. Paul teaches us that we should, “Find joy in the truth.”
In our school we are happy together in our classroom environment; enjoying everything we do.

Learning

St. Paul says that, “Endurance produces character and character produces hope.”

In our school we encourage everyone to love learning through perseverance, cooperation, participation and
independence.

Loving
St. Paul says that we should love one another just as Christ taught us.
We believe that everybody in our school is unique. We love and accept one another as God made us.

Praying
St. Paul teaches us to be persistent in prayer, giving thanks to God.
In our school we dedicate time to talk to Jesus, praying as a community.

We care, we share, we laugh, we learn, we love, we pray as one big family.




Ss Peter & Paul Catholic Primary School
Prayer and Liturgy Policy

1. Introduction, context and statement of requirement

The purpose of this policy is to provide a framework through which the school
expresses its prayer and liturgical life. The governors recognise their responsibility to
nurture and support the prayer and liturgical life of the children and the school
community.

We recognise that young children have a natural aptitude for prayer and liturgy. They
are open to God. They respond in joy, wonder, anger, disappointment and elation to
the world around them. The prayer and liturgical life of the school will be celebrated
collectively as well as individually, silently as well as in words, joyfully as well as
solemnly.

We endorse the belief that prayer and liturgy take into account the religious and
educational needs of all who share in it:

e Those who form part of the worshipping community in Church

e Those for whom school may be their first and only experience of Church

e Those from other Christian traditions — or none

e Those from other faith backgrounds

It will be an educational or experience to which all can contribute and from which all
can gain.

“The celebration of Catholic liturgies and prayers as an integral part of the
learning and teaching should enable the school community to become reflective,
experience the presence of God and should develop a mature spiritual life.”

Marcus Stock (2012), Christ at the Centre, Catholic Truth Society, 23.

Statement of requirement

The law requires all maintained Catholic schools to provide an act of daily collective
worship (prayer and liturgy) for all pupils (Section 70, 1988 Education Act) that is in
accordance with the rites, practices, disciplines, and liturgical norms of the Catholic
Church (School Standards and Framework Act 1998, schedule 20 Instrument of
Government, clause 2). Academies in England are required by their funding agreement
and Articles of Association to comply with similar requirements (The Mainstream
Academy and Free School: Supplemental Funding Agreement, December 2020; Model
Articles for Catholic Academies, February 2019).

The law requires all maintained schools to recognise and respect that parents have the
legal right to withdraw their children up to the age of 16 from prayer and liturgy (School
Standards and Framework Act 1998, s.71(1A)).

The school’s provision for prayer and liturgy will fulfil pupils’ entitlement to
experience the range of liturgical treasures of the Church, including a shared repertoire
of prayers and liturgical music with which pupils in the school will be familiar.

Prayer and liturgy are not designated curriculum time. In the context of the Catholic
school, this means that times of prayer and liturgy are not considered to be part of the
allocation of curriculum time for Religious Education.



Aims

We believe that Prayer and Celebrations of the Word in our school aim to provide
opportunities for all pupils and staff:

e To develop a personal relationship with God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
e To contemplate something of the mystery of God

e To reflect on spiritual and moral issues

e To explore their own beliefs

To respond to and celebrate life

To experience a sense of belonging and develop community spirit

To develop a common ethos and shared values

To enrich religious experience

To grow in liturgical understanding and development

To reinforce prayers which are part of the Catholic tradition (Appendix 1 contains
the list of prayers to be taught from Foundation to Y6)

e To reinforce positive attitudes

e To participate fully

e To take time out to ‘wonder at’, ‘to come to terms with’ and ‘to give worth to.’

2. Principles

All Acts of Prayer and Liturgy in this school will:

e Give glory and honour to God

e Be a quality activity, fundamental to the life of the school and its Catholic character
and in line with guidance for the Celebration of Masses

e Give children positive liturgical experiences, appropriate to their age, aptitude and
family backgrounds in order to prepare them for the liturgical life of the Church.

3. Prayer and Celebrations of the Word

Prayer is the ‘lifting up of the heart and mind to God’ which means it involves our whole
person. As the time to allotted prayer lengthens and the number of people involved
grows, there is a corresponding need for more formal structures which give way to
Celebrations of the Word. Celebrations of the Word are created by the school
community and not taken directly from liturgical books of the Church. Celebrations of
the Word may draw on elements of the liturgy (texts, symbols, gestures) which help to
reinforce their Catholic nature, but they can be used with greater creative freedom than
the liturgy itself. These celebrations can take many forms but the common element is
the proclamation of Scripture - the Word of God.

4. Liturgy

The most familiar form of the liturgy celebrated in school are the Mass and the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. A set structure is to be followed with certain words
spoken, gestures to be performed and symbols to be used as stated in the Roman
Missal and the Lectionary.

5. Different types of Prayer and Liturgy
There are many different types of Prayer and Liturgy which children will experience:

e Private Prayer — to pray alone. This is very important as it is a time when we can
personally connect with God.



e Public Prayer — to pray with others. This is when more than one person participates
in prayer together.

¢ Meditation — this could be based on a scripture passage, on art or music, or on a
word/phrase.

e Traditional set prayers — these will include prayers of intercession to Mary, to saints
and to angels

e Speaking to God — through own “made up” composed prayers by the children and

as ongoing/momentary conversation/speaking to God

Celebrations of the Word - Gather, Word, Respond and Send

Singing Liturgies

Use of the Prayer Garden

Procession (e.g. May Procession and Corpus Christi Procession)

Services of Reconciliation

The Celebration of Mass

Sacramental Celebrations - First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion and

Confirmation

. Overview of prayer and liturgy provision

CELEBRATIONS OF THE WORD

Celebrations of the Word are planned:

¢ Following a structure (Gather, Word, Respond & Send) with reference to the
Church’s seasons, significant dates (e.g. Feast days), Virtues and the curriculum.
Scripture will be the focus ‘word’ in all Celebrations of the Word.

¢ Involving consultation with appropriate parties and reference to school aims and
policies.

¢ With flexibility to respond to changing situations within the school and the wider
community.

e To develop in pupils skills that enable them to prepare, organise and lead
Celebrations of the Word rather than always participating or contributing in a token
way.

Celebrations of the Word at Ss. Peter & Paul:

e Whole School Celebration of the Word on Monday morning — 9:00 — 9:15am
This Celebration of the Word introduces/explores the current virtue being
studied

e Whole School Celebration of the Word on Friday morning — 9:00 — 9:15am
This Celebration of the Word looks ahead at the Gospel for the coming Sunday
and is followed by a general celebration assembly.

e Whole School Singing Liturgy Wednesday morning — 9:00 — 9:15am

e Key Stage Celebration of the Word:

o KS2 - Tuesday 9:00 — 9:15 (led by KS2 class teachers)

o FS/KS1 — Tuesday 10:20 — 10:30 (led by FS/KS1 class teachers)
KS Celebration of the Word is planned around the current virtue and is based
around a Bible Journaling activity.

e Class based Celebration of the Word:

o FS/IKS1/KS2 —Thursday 9:00 — 9:15
Class Celebration of the Word is based on the current virtue.
(see Appendix 2-6 — guides for how children work together to plan and lead
Celebrations of the Word)



e Sharing Assemblies at Ss Peter & Paul where themed work is shared and
celebrated with the whole school community including parents also include an
element of Celebrations of the Word so that parents can pray alongside the
whole school.

NB — themes for Celebrations of the Word are set out above, but when there is a
feast day, this will be included in the Celebration of the Word.

Progression in Celebration of the Word

Pupil leadership in Celebration of the Word develops progressively as children
move through the school. Within class celebrations, we follow a staged progression
model that enables pupils to gain confidence and competence in planning, leading
and contributing to Celebration of the Word in an age-appropriate way.

The agreed progression benchmarks are as follows:

« Reception — Pupils select from a range of teacher-prepared resources and
artefacts to contribute to the preparation of Celebration of the Word.

e Year 1 — Pupils select from a range of teacher-prepared resources and artefacts to
contribute to the preparation of Celebration of the Word. They choose and lead one
of the four elements of the celebration (Gather, Word, Respond or Send) and may
also select an appropriate hymn.

e Year 2 — Pupils select from a range of teacher-prepared resources and artefacts to
contribute to the preparation of Celebration of the Word. They choose and lead two
of the four elements of the celebration and may also select an appropriate hymn.

e Year 3 — With support from the class teacher, pupils plan and lead three elements
of the Celebration of the Word.

e Year 4 — With support from the class teacher, pupils plan and lead all four elements
of the Celebration of the Word.

e Years 5 and 6 — Pupils independently plan and lead all elements of the Celebration
of the Word. While teachers may continue to model aspects of effective practice
where appropriate, pupils are increasingly confident and competent in both the
planning and delivery of prayerful, meaningful celebrations.

Involvement in Key Stage and Whole School Celebrations of the Word will vary
according to the purpose and celebration but children will be involved as and when
appropriate.

Recording Celebrations of the Word

Celebrations of the Word may be recorded in the following ways:

e On a PowerPoint (master slides are made available to support the effective
planning of the 4-part Celebration of the Word and to allow for consistency
throughout school)

e On a liturgy planner to keep note of the themes, leaders, pupil groupings and
resources (see appendix 7)

e Through displays, collections of pupils’ contributions, prayers, reflections,
photographs, twitter page, children’s prayer journals, RE big books etc.



ANNUAL LITURGICAL PLAN OF PROVISION

A plan of liturgical provision is produced each year in consultation with the Parish
Priest. This outlines all liturgical celebrations that will take place during the year both in
school and in Church. This includes any Sunday Masses animated by the school,
plans for Holy Days of Obligation, school Masses to mark the starts and ends of the
school year and all plans for Sacramental Preparation.

. Resourcing

Prayer and liturgy are central to the school’s understanding of itself as a Catholic
school, and this is reflected in the annual budget allocation and available resources,
including staff time, chaplaincy provision, and dedicated spaces for prayer and liturgy.
The Catholic character of the school is reflected in religious artefacts and images on
display throughout the building. Dedicated spaces for prayer and liturgy will be
furnished and maintained as such, and updated to reflect the Church’s liturgical
season. Staff training and formation costs will be funded separately to ensure that all
staff are able to fulfil their responsibility to contribute to the prayer and liturgical life of
the school.

. Training and formation

All new staff will be supported during induction and beyond, so that they fully
understand the responsibility they carry within their individual role for leading prayer
and liturgy in the school. Any individual training needs will be identified and addressed
through training and formation. There will also be the opportunity for whole-staff
professional development at least once a year, so that all staff understand the
importance of prayer and liturgy and relevant staff are well supported to lead as
required.

. Responsibility

Governance
The governors, as guardians of the Catholic school’s life and mission, have a
responsibility to ensure that:

e prayer and liturgy are central to the Catholic life of the school and therefore are in
line with the guidance set out by the Prayer and Liturgy Directory

e there is a named person(s) who is responsible for prayer and liturgy in the school
(the Prayer and Liturgy Coordinator)

e the prayer and liturgy policy is updated regularly and shared with all stakeholders

e there is a budget for prayer and liturgy that reflects its centrality to the life of a
Catholic school.

Headteacher

The headteacher, as the spiritual leader of the school as a Catholic community,

ensures that:

e prayer and liturgy are central to the Catholic life of the school and therefore are in
line with the guidance set out by the Prayer and Liturgy Directory

¢ they work in partnership with the leader(s) for prayer and liturgy

¢ those responsible for prayer and liturgy in the school have been given appropriate
training and formation to ensure that all guidance is followed and adhered to

¢ there are suitable resources for prayer and liturgy in the school.



Prayer and Liturgy Coordinator
Those responsible for prayer and liturgy ensure that:

e prayer and liturgy are central to the Catholic life of the school and therefore are in line with
the guidance set out by the Prayer and Liturgy Directory

e there is an Annual Plan of Provision for prayer and liturgy across the school year which
identifies liturgical seasons and key celebrations, as well as opportunities for the
celebration of the Sacraments

e there is daily planned prayer for all pupils, appropriate to age and ability, as outlined in the
Prayer and Liturgy Directory

e pupils are supported in their liturgical formation to take an active role in the planning,
preparation, and delivery of prayer and liturgy according to their age and capacity, and in a
manner which facilitates their progressive participation

e resources to support the planning of prayer and liturgy are appropriate and readily
available to staff and pupils

e induction on prayer and liturgy takes place for new members of staff as required

e staff have access to effective training and formation opportunities

e monitoring and evaluation of prayer and liturgy take place regularly and feed back into
planning for future liturgies

e monitoring of prayer and liturgy is reported to the headteacher and governing body to
support whole-school development and the Catholic life of the school

e there is collaboration with local clergy and parishes

e liaison with the Diocesan Advisory Service and others is maintained to ensure they keep
updated with best practice.

10. Equal Opportunities

A policy for equal opportunities exists and is followed in the school. All children will be
given the same opportunity to take part in the prayer life of the school.

11. Parental Engagement

A copy of all the prayers to be taught in school will be made available to all parents (on
paper request and through the school website) so that they can reinforce the use of these
prayers at home.

12.  Monitoring and evaluation

Monitoring and evaluation of the quality and impact of prayer and liturgy will take place
regularly, and at least annually, and involve all key stakeholders: pupils, parents, staff,
clergy, and governors. Areas for development will be identified and issues raised will be
actioned and evidenced as appropriate.



PRAYER AND LITURGY POLICY — APPENDIX 1

PRAYERS TO BE TAUGHT IN SCHOOL

Foundation
The Sign of the Cross
The School Prayer
Morning and Evening prayer (start and end of school day)
Grace before and after meals
The Lord’s Prayer
The Teaspoon prayer
Simple Mass responses — And with your spirit, Lord have mercy (Kyrie)

Year 1
Reinforce all prayers from Foundation
Hail Mary
The Angel of God
Mass responses — Introduction to the Eucharistic Prayer

Year 2
Reinforce all prayers already introduced
Glory Be
Prayer after Communion
Mass responses — The Mystery of Faith

Year 3
Reinforce all prayers previously taught
Short Act of Contrition — Oh My God...
Come, Holy Spirit
All Mass responses

Year 4
Reinforce and use all the prayers previously taught
The Apostles’ Creed
The Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester
The Angelus
The Rosary

Year 5
Reinforce and use all the prayers previously taught
The Magnificat
Eternal Rest
The Divine Praises
Act of Faith
Act of Hope
Act of Love



Year 6
Reinforce and regularly use all of the prayers previously taught
Litany of the Saints
The Memorare
Hail, Holy Queen

MASS RESPONSES

In addition to the Mass parts mentioned above, at Ss Peter & Paul Catholic School, the
children know the following parts of the Mass because we sing them at each Mass we
celebrate together:

The Kyrie

The Gloria

The Gospel Acclamation
The Sanctus (Holy, Holy)
The Mystery of Faith
The Great Amen

The Lamb of God

10



Appendix 2

Celebration of the Word Class Leaders

(Reception)

Half-
Term

Autumn
1

Child

Child

Child

Child

Child

Child

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Week 7

Week 8
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Appendix 3

Celebration of the Word Class Leaders

(Year 1 & Year 2)

Half-
Term

Child
1

Child

Child

Child

Child

Child

Autumn
1

Autumn
2

Spring 1

Spring 2

Summer
1

Summer
2

12



Appendix 4

Celebration of the Word Class Leaders

(Year 3 & 4)

Half-Term
Autumn 1

Child 1

Child 2

Child 3

Week
1&2

Week
3&4

Week
5&6

Week
7&8

13



Appendix 5

Celebration of the Word Class Leaders

(Year 5 & 6)

Half-Term
Autumn 1

Child 1

Child 2

Week 1

Week 2

Week 3

Week 4

Week 5

Week 6

Week 7

Week 8

14



Appendix 6

Celebration of the Word Planning Sheet

Teacher: Year:
Date of Celebration of the Word:

Gather Word

Respond Send




